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share in the [national] awakening. That they do not do so means
that they live in utter slavery. The very distinction of respectable
people and Kaliparaj classes should disappear. That people should
think of themselves as higher or lower in relation to some others is
an intolerable state of affairs. God alone is high and we are all low.
If there are any grades in God's court, they must be according to
one's deeds. Those who have served more will be high, those who
have served less will be low. That is to say, in God's court a servant
will become the leader. If a Sudra becomes a man of knowledge,
there will be no Brahmin like him. He alone is a Brahmin who
has no other use for his knowledge than service to others. If any
Sudra can rival a Brahmin in service, the latter will be a Brahmin
only in name, A Brahmin should have courage, practical wisdom
and the spirit of service in a superlative degree, for he possesses
knowledge. With the help of his knowledge he can display these
three virtues to best effect. If, however, a Brahmin is timid,
lacks practical wisdom and, giving up service, starts playing the
leader, then he is no man of knowledge; he is an egotist. Hence
the respectable and the Kaliparaj classes in Bardoli will have to
reverse their roles. It will be best if the very word Antyaj is never
used in Bardoli.
Volunteers, therefore, should now try to bring the Kaliparaj
classes gradually into the movement. It is not enough, more-
over, that we admit Antyaj children into our schools or permit them
to draw water from our wells. We shall have to help the Antya-
jas to rid themselves of the bad habits they may have contracted*
It is as necessary to draw their attention to the need for a daily
bath and such other rules, to persuade them to give up flesh-eating
and to hold the cow in reverence, as it is to mix with them.
The same about swadeshi. One cannot condone the wasting
of even one hour by a resident of Bardoli. Men, women and
children, all should give their spare time to carding, spinning and
weaving. The spinning-wheel, at any rate, should be introduced
into every home. It is necessary to remove the almost complete
dearth of weavers. The greater the number of young men who
learn weaving, the better it will be. Bardoli will be an ideal taluka
in every way only when we see attractive khadi being woven in
every village or town in it.
There should not be a single village in Bardoli taluka in which
the Congress flag does not fly. These are not tasks which can
wait till we have won swaraj. Doing this work is swaraj. There
will be swaraj when people learn to keep good relations among them-
selves, to obey one another and respect laws made by themselves.